
 

 

 
 
 

100 LOS ALTOS DRIVE 
 

PASADENA 
 

Former Addresses:   104 and 150 North San Rafael Avenue 
   130 Los Altos Drive 
 
Style:  Italian Renaissance Revival 
 
Year of Completion:  1928 
 
Original Building Permit:  #6368D, issued by the City of Pasadena in early 1928 for a new 
residence and garage.  The house was to measure 136.5 by 39.5 feet.  A total of 187 light fixtures 
and 365 electrical outlets were to be installed. 
 
The actual permit appears to be missing from City records.  It may have been misfiled due to 
confusion arising from the property’s having a number of different addresses in its earliest years.  
In fact, it may have had no address at all when the original building permit was issued.  
 
Cost to Build:  $75,000—a great deal of money for a new house at the time. 
 
First Owner:  The Alta San Rafael Company, the developer of Alta San Rafael Estates. 
However, records show that the Company had the house built for William S. Mason, one of the 
firm’s founders.  A history of Alta San Rafael is attached on page 7. 
 
Mr. Mason shared his home with his wife Mary E. Mason, their adult daughter and her husband 
and daughter, and a live-in staff of five: a housekeeper, cook, chauffeur, chambermaid, and 
children’s nurse. 
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William Smith Mason was born on December 8, 1866 
in Milburn, Illinois, the son of Thomas Mason, a 
farmer, and Margaret (Smith) Mason.  Thomas died 
when William was only six years old.  He subsequently 
moved into his grandfather Smith’s house in Antioch, 
Illinois with his mother and sister.  
 
Mr. Mason graduated from Yale’s Sheffield Scientific 
School with a Bachelor’s degree in engineering in 
1889.  After graduation, he went to work for the 
railroads in Wisconsin. In 1895, he married the former 
Mary Anna Evans (1864-1947), a Wisconsin native, 
the daughter of Jonathan and Sara (Milburn) Evans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mason would have two children: Dorothy Evans (1899-1984) and Marion, who 
died in infancy in 1905. 
 
By 1900, the Mason family had moved to Evanston, Illinois where Mr. Mason began a career in 
real estate.  His wealth appears to have increased substantially in 1907 when he inherited one-
third of his uncle James Henry Smith’s $85 million fortune.  James Smith had, in turn, inherited 
the money from his uncle George Smith, a pioneer banker of Chicago.  By the 1920s, before 
moving to Pasadena, Mr. Mason had become vice-president of an Evanston bank.   
 
As a wealthy man, William Mason became known as both a philanthropist and a serious 
collector of Americana.  He endowed a professorship chair in history at Northwestern University 
and, in 1936, donated his world-renowned collection of Benjamin Franklin papers to Yale. His 
collection of Western American historical documents was given to Pomona College in 1926 and 
is known as the William S. Mason Collection of Western Americana housed at the Honnold 
Library. Mr. Mason was a member of the Grolier Club and the American Philosophical Society.   
 
Around 1940, Mr. and Mrs. Mason moved to Las Vegas.  Mrs. Mason, who had been active in 
the social life of Pasadena and in charity work, including the Church Home for Children, died at 
the age of 83.  Mr. Mason, who eventually moved to his daughter’s home in Rancho Santa Fe, 
passed away there on January 11, 1961, having reached the age of 94. His brief obituary from the 
New York Daily News is attached on page 16.  
 
Architect:    Myron Hunt, one of Pasadena’s best-known designers during the “Golden Age” of 
Southern California architecture.  Please see the attached biographical materials on  
pages 8 through 15. 
 
Myron Hunt is also credited with designing a bridge for the Alta San Rafael Company in 1914 
and gatehouses for the Alta San Rafael Estates between 1922 and 1928.   
 
Landscape Architect:  Olmsted & Olmsted, Los Angeles. The gardens were subsequently 
demolished, but have reportedly been rebuilt according to the original design. 
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Other Building Permits:  A stone wall was extended in January 1940. 
 
The following month a new furnace was installed. 
 
In February 1948, a new 64,000-BTU gravity furnace was installed. 
 
The kitchen was updated in January 1953. 
 
A 200,000-BTU furnace was installed in July 1956. 
 
A permit was issued in August 1957 for the construction of a 42-by-20-foot, 36,500-gallon-
capacity swimming pool.  Paddock Pools, Inc., of Los Angeles was the contractor for this 
project, valued at $3,500.  A copy of this permit is attached on page17. 
 
Work on the HVAC system occurred in May 1968. 
 
Alterations costing $5,000 were permitted in February 1974.  The work would include removing 
walls and adding a porch.  J. A. Aguilar was the engineer and Alan John of Los Angeles was the 
contractor.  A copy of this permit is attached on page 18. 
 
The following March, the kitchen was again updated. 
 
Bathrooms were remodeled in July 1981. 
 
In September 1995, permits were issued to convert a 600-square-foot garage into a guest unit, 
adding 165 square feet to one side.  In addition a new three-car, 1,120-square–foot garage was to 
be built; a balcony addition constructed; and the house was to be re-roofed. 
 
A cooling tower was constructed in November 1995. 
 
A sprinkling system was installed in the residence in January 1996. 
 
Work on a pool, spa, and wading pool occurred in August 1996. In addition, an 895-square-foot 
pool house, a pergola pool deck and a breakfast terrace were to be added. 
 
The gas meter was relocated in December 1997. 
 
A pergola and pavilion were added to the residence in July 1998. 
 
In December 2001, the existing garage was to be re-roofed with new clay tiles to match those on 
other structures. In addition, there was to be an interior remodeling of the main residence, to 
include the kitchen, bathrooms, and pantry. Also, the ceilings in the living room, library, and 
foyer were to be removed and replaced.  
 
In September 2002, a second-floor interior remodeling was permitted, including two bathrooms 
and the conversion of an open balcony into a covered balcony. 
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A covered balcony was to be enclosed and converted into a sitting room with new windows to 
match the existing in March 2003.   
 
In May 2003, the existing pool and pool house were to be demolished. 
 
A remodeling of the auto court, driveway, and the interior of a garage unit were permitted in 
October 2003. 
 
The following October, an eight-foot-tall gate was to be built along the front property line. 
 
In July 2007, permission was given to construct a gate that would range in height from 7.5 to 
11 feet and would include lighting fixtures. 
 
(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
Assessor’s Records:  The Pasadena City Assessor first visited the property on December 10, 
1928 and recorded a new residence and garage.  The house had a concrete foundation, walls of 
plaster over a wood frame, a tiled roof with three gables, and cast-stone trim.  Heat was provided 
by fireplaces and a thirteen-unit gas furnace.  There were 32 plumbing fixtures, at that time 
connected to a cesspool.  Bookcases were built in.  The house had a total of thirteen hardwood 
floors and two tile floors, and four rooms had hardwood finish.   
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage of the house at 6,414. On the first floor was an entry 
hall with a marble floor, four living rooms (one was probably a dining room), one bathroom, a 
kitchen with a built-in refrigerator, a butler’s pantry, a storage room, and a laundry.  The second 
floor contained eight bedrooms and six tiled bathrooms.  There was also a finished basement of 
8,365 cubic feet. 
 
The irregularly-shaped garage measured 23 by 31 at its largest points.  It had a concrete floor, a 
plaster exterior, a tile and composition roof, a finished interior, and two plumbing fixtures.   
 
The Assessor returned on January 28, 1958 to record the completion of a swimming pool with an 
attached wading pool. 
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 10,277 
with four bedrooms and six bathrooms.   
 
Copies of the City Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 19 through 23. 
 
(Note: The Pasadena City Assessor’s Office ceased operations in 1974.  Their square footage 
totals often differed from those of the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, since they 
frequently included garages, terraces, patios, etc. in their computation.  It is advisable to rely on 
the County Assessor’s square footage figures since they are more up-to-date and consistent.)  
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Other Owners and Residents:  The Los Angeles County Assessor’s ownership records were 
inaccessible at the time this report was being prepared.  However, some ownership information 
was retrievable from names appearing on building permits: 
 
By 1950—Houston B. (”Bud”) Rehrig and his wife Jane B. Rehrig.  Mr. Rehrig was president of 
the Rehrig Pacific Company, a plastic fabrication firm. 
 
By 1974—Richard M. Bressler and his wife Carol L. Bressler.  Mr. Bressler was president and 
chief executive officer of Burlington Northern, Inc. 
 
The current owner has held title since 1980. 
 
Significance:  The City of Pasadena has determined that the Mason estate is a contributor to a 
potential Alta San Rafael Cultural Landscape Historic District.  Copies of the City’s recording 
documents for both the property and the district are attached on pages 23 through 30. 
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Sources: 
 Los Angeles County Assessor 
 Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic 
Preservation Section) 

 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, 6th ed. 
  Santa Monica, Angel City Press, 2018. 
 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  2nd ed. 
  New York, Knopf, 2013. 
  
 City Directories: 1928- 
 
 New York Daily News:  January 12, 1961 
   
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 (office) 
626-241-4471 (cell) 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright May 2021 
by Tim Gregory 
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ALTA SAN RAFAEL 
 
Alta San Rafael (Tract 8702) is a 30-acre single-family residential subdivision of 35 lots designed in 1925 
by Olmsted & Olmsted, an influential landscape architectural firm.  The community is located in a 
hillside area in the northwest portion of Pasadena, north of the 134 Freeway, between North San Rafael 
and Linda Vista Avenues.  The subdivision is characterized by formal entry gates, winding and sloping 
streets, ornamental lighting, Arroyo stone retaining walls, steps and pathways between street switchbacks, 
a balanced arrangement of large residential lots, and extensive open spaces with landscaping and mature 
trees.  The developers set aside several lots for use of the subdivision’s residents including one large lot 
roughly in the center that was to be a common park, although it was later subdivided.   
 
Alta San Rafael was advertised in local newspapers during 1926 as offering “choice home estates” within 
a ten-minute drive of downtown Los Angeles and in close proximity to the Annandale Golf Club.  The 
Alta San Rafael Company was co-owned by C. B. Eyer and William S. Mason, a Chicago railroad 
magnate, who envisioned the new neighborhood as a “winter retreat” for Eastern millionaires.  Each lot 
was to have “unequaled” views of the Arroyo and the San Gabriel mountains.  Many of the trees on the 
site had been planted in the 1890s by Pasadena pioneer Charles B. Scoville, To these, the Alta San Rafael 
Company added many more, including three types of cypress, oak, eucalyptus, Torrey and Canary Island 
pines, deodars, and wild lilac, bringing the total tree-count to over 9,000.  Interspersed among the trees 
were iris and other bulb plants.  On top of a hill, reached by an avenue of pines, was a small meadow 
landscaped with wildflowers and a reservoir lake banked by lilies and other flowering plants.   
 
Olmsted & Olmsted, located in Los Angeles, was a partnership between the Olmsted brothers, Frederick 
Law, Jr., and John Charles.  They were the sons of Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr., who had laid out Central 
Park in New York City and was one of the country’s most well-known early landscape designers.  Ranked 
among the best landscape architects of early-20th-century Southern California, the Olmsted brothers’ 
most praised and beautiful work are the coastal communities of Pacific Palisades and Palos Verdes 
Estates.  In association with major architects who were also working in these communities, such as 
Myron Hunt, they designed picturesque master plans that included winding streets following the contours 
of the land, commercial centers, parks, and large estates.  The La Venta Inn, the Malaga Cove Plaza and 
School, the Palos Verdes Golf Course, and the Palos Verdes Public Library are prime examples of their 
landscaping work in Palos Verdes.  Besides Alta San Rafael, Olmsted & Olmsted were also responsible 
for planning the development of Leimert Park in 1927, the gardens of a number of estates (such as the 
Cravens house in Pasadena–1929), and the curving streets north of Sunset Blvd. in Beverly Hills. 
 
William Mason was one of the first to build a home in Alta San Rafael.  Those who followed included 
Charles H. Thorne, former president of Montgomery Ward & Company, who commissioned famed 
architect Wallace Neff to design a house for him in the Italian style; Harold Arnold, a Los Angeles motor-
car dealer; and business executive James S. Woolacott.   
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 (office) 
626-241-4471 (cell) 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright  July 2019 
by Tim Gregory 
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MYRON HUNT 
Architect 

 
 Myron Hunt was born in Sunderland, Massachusetts on February 27, 
1868, the son of Myron A. and Hannah (Miller) Hunt. The family soon 
moved to Chicago where Myron attended public schools, graduating 
from Lake View High School.  He was educated at Northwestern 
University in Chicago between 1888 and 1890 and then transferred to 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for his architectural studies.  
He graduated from M.I.T. in 1892.  He apprenticed in architectural 
offices in both Boston (Hartwell & Richardson) and Chicago (Jenny & 
Mundie; Henry Ives Cobb; and Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge) for the 
next two years before traveling and studying architecture in Europe 
between 1894 and 1896.  In May 1894, in New Jersey, he had married 
Harriette Holland Boardman who was to bear him five children.  She 
died in 1913.  (Hunt married for the second time in July 1915 to 
Virginia Pease.  The second Mrs. Hunt was known for her social 
involvement and served for a time as principal of Pasadena's 
Polytechnic School which she had founded.)   

 
After settling in Evanston, Illinois, Hunt began his own independent practice in Chicago in 1899 with 
a specialty in apartment and residential design.  After Hunt and his wife moved to Southern 
California in 1903 (probably because Mrs. Hunt suffered from a severe respiratory illness), he 
became partners for five years with Elmer Grey.  They designed many palatial homes throughout 
Southern California, as far north as Santa Barbara.  Hunt & Grey dissolved their partnership in 1910, 
whereupon Hunt maintained an individual practice until he affiliated with Harold C. Chambers in 
1920. 
 
Myron Hunt became a fellow of the American Institute of Architects in 1908, and was a member and 
president of its Southern California chapter.  As an active member of the profession, he wrote a 
number of magazine articles on architecture and garden design and served for a time as a charter 
member of the California State Board of Architects.  He also served as chairman of the Los Angeles 
County Governmental Simplification Committee.  His other memberships included the International 
Hospital Association, the American Hospital Association, the State Association of California 
Architects, the Society of the American Revolution, the University Club, the California Club, the 
Valley Hunt Club, the Twilight Club, the Tuna Club on Catalina Island, the Flintridge Country Club, 
and Caltech's Athenaeum.  He was awarded the Arthur Noble gold medal for his devotion to civic 
service and betterment in 1928.  He also served as a trustee of the Polytechnic Elementary School, 
which the second Mrs. Hunt had founded and which he had designed.  
 
Myron Hunt's practice was a varied and important one.  Although he had no singular style or design 
trademark, his buildings showed a uniformly high intelligence.   He was well-known for designing 
his structures and sites to complement one another.  Indeed, he especially loved landscaping of the 
Italian and English varieties and associated himself with the area's leading landscape architects such 
as Florence Yoch and Lucile Council.  Although Hunt designed all kinds of buildings--residential, 
commercial, churches, clubhouses--he was especially drawn to large institutional plans and had at 
least four college campuses, four military bases and perhaps a dozen hotels in his portfolio.  During 
World War II, Hunt planned $51 million worth of military installations, including Camp Pendleton  
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and Camp White.  He also donated much pro bono work to hospital design, said to have been 
inspired by the memory of his first wife and her long illness. 
 
Myron Hunt died on May 26, 1952 at 84 years of age.     
 
Some of Myron Hunt's local works include: 
 

Occidental College Campus 
The Rose Bowl 
Pasadena Central Library 
Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery 
Pomona College Music Hall 
The Ambassador Hotel 
The Beverly Hills Hotel 
Flintridge Hotel (now Sacred Heart Academy) 
Huntington Memorial Hospital 
La Viña Sanatorium 

   The Elks’ Club, Pasadena 
200 North Grand Avenue, Pasadena (Hunt's own home) 

   1370 East California Blvd.  (Roberts House) 
1155 Oak Grove Avenue, San Marino (Emery House) 
Hollywood Bowl (with others)   
Pasadena Polytechnic School 
Holly Street Bridge 
Casita Del Arroyo, Pasadena 
999 Rosalind Road, San Marino (Holladay/Ord House) 

   1199 South El Molino Avenue (Seibert House) 
Camp Pendleton 
396 East Mariposa St., Altadena (Zane Grey House) 
 

The Pasadena Morning Star newspaper on April 24, 1926 commented that "it is safe to say that there 
is scarcely a city in Southern California in which some fine example of Myron Hunt's work is not to 
be found."    
 
Sources: 
 
Myron Hunt, 1868-1952: The Search for a Regional Architecture.   
 Hennessey & Ingalls, 1984. 
Pacific Coast Architect: no date 
Pasadena Morning Star: April 24, 1926 
Pasadena Star: October 28, 1913; June 24, 1915 
Pasadena Star-News: May 27, 1952 
Press Reference Library: 1913 
Who Was Who in America, 1951-1960 
 
Copyright 2010 by Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net  
www.buildingbiographer.com  
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Pasadena Community Book (1943) 
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Pasadena Star-News 
May 27, 1952 
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The New York Daily News 
January 12, 1961; p. 38 
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