
Dive Into National Park Seminary and Its School 
Ties 
Explore how National Park Seminary went from an all-girls finishing 
school to a community of sought-after homes and condos 

 
In 1887, a resort hotel designed for wealthy Washington, D.C. locals opened in the suburb of 
Silver Spring, Maryland. After the property failed to make a profit, however, educators John and 
Vesta Cassedy bought it and turned it into an all-girls finishing school. The school opened in 
1894 with an original class of 48 and was called National Park Seminary after nearby  Rock 
Creek Park . 

Global Architecture 
In addition to teaching the girls about math, history, and the sciences, the Cassedys wanted to 
give them a global perspective. Accordingly, they tapped Emily Elizabeth Holman, a talented 
visionary who was one of the first female architects in Pennsylvania, to design eight sorority 



houses modeled after homes in eight separate countries. The distinctive project included a 
Dutch windmill, a Japanese pagoda, an Italian villa, an English castle, and a Swiss chalet. 
Hidden among a deeply wooded area, the houses were reminiscent of fairytale-esque cottages. 

The Most Exclusive School in the Area 
  
The school quickly became the go-to place for well-connected families in the area. According to 
Bethesda Magazine , students from the Hershey, Heinz, Maytag, Kraft, and Chrysler empires all 
passed through the doors. In its heyday, the school had a roster of 279 female students and 42 
faculty members. Students were treated to field trips  galleries, museums, and 
government

 
offices, where they received a front-row seat to the arts and civic discourse. The 

Cassedys were
 

also on the cutting-edge of modern technology, and they ensured that the 
school received

 
electric power from the streetcar line. 

The School’s Last Days 
  
After Vesta Cassedy passed away from cancer in 1910, John remarried a National Park 
Seminary graduate who was nearly 50 years younger than him. The nuptials caused a scandal, 
and the disgraced Cassedy soon sold the property. The school continued to operate for two 
decades with dwindling enrollment rates caused in part by the financial strains of the Great 
Depression. In 1942, the U.S. army purchased the complex and repurposed it as a medical 
recovery facility for soldiers returning from World War II. 

The School, Reimagined  
In the early 2000s, the  Alexander Company , a Wisconsin-based developer that specializes in 
historic renovation, invested more than $150 million to renovate the historic structures 
throughout the 32-acre property. The reimagined offerings now include apartments, condos, and 
single-family homes. Some are for sale while others are offered as  housing units. Although 
the

 
property has been modernized, it still retains a historical provenance that speaks to its 

fascinating past. 
  
If you’re interested in purchasing one of the properties,   contact Kendall Splawn  today. As a 
licensed Washington, D.C. real estate agent, Splawn has a deep understanding of and 
appreciation for National Park Seminary. She is eager to assist prospective buyers as they look 
for a home that matches their preferences and fits within their budget. 
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