
Live in a Gym? Take a Look Inside One of D.C.'s 
Most Unique Historic Properties 
With rich history and eye-catching architecture, residing in this former 
Greek gymnasium means living somewhere truly special 

 
 
In the late 1800s, a pair of prominent educators turned a former resort hotel into an all-girls 
school and constructed a slew of sorority houses inspired by world architecture (including a 
Swiss chalet, an English castle, a Japanese pagoda, and a Greek temple that functioned as a 
gymnasium).  
 
Built in 1907, the regal Greek gymnasium was outfitted with a slew of stately columns and 
ornate carvings. It served as the student body home for the school, which was known as 
National Park Seminary, until the U.S. army purchased the property during World War II in order 
to rehabilitate soldiers. 
  



In the early 2000s, developer Alexander Company spent over $100 
million renovating  National

 
Park Seminary 

 and turning it into a series of modern a partments, condos, and single-family

 

homes with a historic pedigree. Today, the exterior of the renovated Greek temple still features

 

meticulously carved columns  and covered archways. As individuals walk up the stately stairs

 

into the Greco-Roman building, they may feel like they’re walking up to a property that belongs
 

in Athens.
 

  

Inside, the historic has been converted into  12 separate units —each named after a 
mythical Greek god. The airy, free-flowing units show off 35-foot vaulted ceilings, built-ins, large 
windows, and sprawling floor plans. Hardwood floors speak to the building’s historic past, while 
gourmet kitchens are outfitted with high-end appliances and modern-looking counters that 
double as islands. Rows of windows let in plenty of natural light and offer pastoral views of the 
surrounding countryside.  
 
According to the  Washington Post , buyers of any unit in the Greek temple will receive Maryland 
Historic Trust state tax credits of up to $50,000. Two-bedroom units in the building often sell for 
more than $800,000. 
  
Although the property feels secluded, it’s located only half an hour from the bustling metropolis 
of Washington, D.C. The Greek gymnasium is an ideal living space for families with young 
children, political savants who want a break from the breakneck speed of Washington, or retired 
individuals looking for a little R&R. 
  
 
  
  
  
  
 

In 2013 J. Karl A. Voglmayr, a Washingtonian and 
bought and rehabilitated the capmpus’s gymnasium a Greek-

Gymnasium

The Wisconsin based

award winning developer 
styled building


