
A Guide to the Military History of National Park 
Seminary 

From a healing retreat to a hub for medical research, explore the 
surprising role National Park Seminary played in U.S. military 
history 

 
 
Built in the 1800s as a resort hotel and later transformed into an all-girls school,  National 
Park Seminary  in Silver Spring, Maryland was converted to a U.S. Army medical facility 
in the wake of World War II.  

A Healing Haven 
 
In 1942, the U.S. army turned the complex into the Walter Reed Forest Glen Annex, a 
facility that would care for the needs of returning soldiers who had been seriously 
injured. The facility’s mission was to offer wounded warriors a quiet, peaceful haven in 
which to rest and recover. With a slew of nearby bicycle and hiking trails in Rock Creek 
Park as well as quick access to Washington, D.C., the peaceful complex provided an 
ideal place to recuperate without being too far removed from the comforts of city living. 
With plenty of surrounding green spaces, the complex provided a welcome,  and soothing



change of scenery. Soldiers were able to pass their time peacefully as their bodies and 
spirits mended on the long path to recovery and reintegration into society. 

Scientific Studies 
 
The facility also served as the home base for Operation Whitecoat, a program that took 
place from 1954 to 1973. Consenting servicemen were exposed to infectious diseases 
like yellow fever and hepatitis A and then monitored to see how they reacted. Although 
none of the soldiers died during the experiments, some told National Public Radio that 
they experienced lingering side effects. The program was discontinued in 1973 when the 
draft ended.  

Final Days 
 
After the end of World War II and the Korean War, the army continued to operate the 
facility on a shoestring budget. Eventually, however, the army lost essential funding from 
the U.S. Congress, which meant it was no longer affordable to continue operating at the 
property. In 1972, however, National Park Seminary was listed as a national historic 
district on the National Register of Historic Places, thereby ensuring it would not be 
destroyed or demolished. In the 1990s, after the property had fallen prey to neglect and 
instances of vandalism, Senator Paul Sarbanes convinced the army to repair some of 
the buildings and release it for sale. 

A New Beginning 
 
In 2003, a development team created a plan to preserve the historic facility as part of a 
new residential community. Today, as a result of that new vision, National Park 
Seminary has found a new lease on life as a series of condos and homes. Several of the 
apartments are affordable housing units, and there’s a wide range of architectural styles 
on display, from Spanish mission to Colonial. Though each one has been modernized, 
they still stand as a testament to the rich and vital history of yesteryear. 
 
If you’re interested in purchasing one of the properties,  contact Kendall Splawn  today. 
As a licensed Washington, D.C. real estate agent, Splawn has a deep knowledge of the 
history of National Park Seminary and its surrounding neighborhoods. She can help 
buyers find a unique home in this special community that meets every need and desire. 


