
Inside the Eclectic Architecture at the Historic 
National Park Seminary 

Explore eight unique architectural styles showcased at this 
extraordinary landmark 

 
 
Located just minutes from Washington, D.C.,  National Park Seminary  has been 
compared to Disneyland because of its eclectic, fairytale-like architecture. Set on 32 
acres in Silver Spring, Maryland, the complex opened in 1887 as a resort hotel for rich 
socialites. It was later transformed into an all-girls finishing school, where the newly 
constructed sorority houses were modeled after properties from around the globe. 
 
After a lengthy stint as a medical facility for the U.S. army, the property was transformed 
into a residential community in 2004. The Alexander Company, a Wisconsin 
development group that specializes in historic restorations, spent over $100 million 
refurbishing the residences. A dozen seminary buildings were transformed into 
single-family homes, while the largest buildings were turned into 50 condos and 66 
apartments.  
 
Many of the former sorority clubhouses were sold to preservation-focused owners and 
developers, and while 90 new townhomes have also been built on the grounds, the 
historic havens continue to hold particular allure. Thankfully, despite all the renovation, 
the unique sorority homes remain, infusing the community with history and charm. 
Explore eight styles evident in these structures. 
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Swiss Chalet 
 
Like traditional Swiss chalets,  this building  features high ceilings and large windows. 
Private developer Lee Babcock bought the palatial property and spent over two years 
renovating it. After rebuilding the chalet’s framing and fixing the hardwood floors, 
Babcock added a wine cellar, updated appliances, and custom cherry cabinetry. The 
end result is a luxurious hideaway.  
 
American Colonial  
 
There’s no place like home! In the 1700s, European settlers hearkened back to the 
architectural styles of their respective homelands when building hdomes in North America. 
As a result, the  onsite American Colonial  was built with the key defining elements,   

formal, symmetrical style, columns, and double-hung windows with shutters.
  

 

Dutch Windmill  
You might not ordinarily think of coming across a  Dutch windmill  on a school campus, 
but then again, National Park Seminary was no ordinary school. Surrounded by verdant 
trees, the merry windmill served as a distinguishing marker. The top section of the 
windmill     while the interior was designed to hold soirees

 and
 

other school functions.  urrently  the windmill  
 
English Garden  
 
Modeled after castles found in the English countryside, this residence came with its own 
drawbridge that led inside. Encircled by trees, it had a distinctly fairytale-like feel. 
 
Italian Villa  
 
In its heyday, the  Italian villa  looked like it could have been plucked out of the Tuscan 
countryside thanks to its striking towers, balconies, and archways. Winding staircases 
connect the levels, adding to the whimsy. Today, the Italian villa is covered with vines 
and moss as it awaits restoration.  
 
Spanish Mission 
 
Built in 1903, this mission is characterized by a red tile roof, archways, and stucco walls. 
It has since been restored to its previous stature. 
 
Japanese Pagoda  
 

When 
building NPS the Cassedy’s did not neglect to add this native archetecture with a 

house sports a circular balcony,
is a used as private home.C



Of all the architectural styles, the three-story  Japanese pagoda  was the most 
unexpected for its time. Its distinctive tower-like presence, eaves, and tiers set it apart 
from traditional architecture of the day. Today, the pagoda has been renovated and 
painted green and red. Like the windmill, it is now used as a home. 
 
Greek Temple  
 
Modeled after temples you would find in Greece, this structure sported prominent 
columns and carvings and functioned as a gymnasium. It has since been renovated into 
a condominium complex. 
 
If you’re interested in purchasing one of the properties in National Park Seminary, 
contact Kendall Splawn  today. As a licensed Washington, D.C. real estate agent, Splawn 
has a deep knowledge of this community’s history as well as insight on the surrounding 
neighborhoods. She can help you find a one-of-a-kind property that matches your design 
aesthetic and fits within your budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


