464 BELLEFONTAINE STREET
PASADENA
Style: Colonial Revival
Year of Completion: 1937
Original Building Permit: #5632G, issued by the City of Pasadena on May 10, 1937 for a twostory, 3,000-square-foot residence and garage. The house would have a concrete foundation,
wood-frame walls, a shingled roof, and a brick chimney. Electrical fixtures were obtained from
B. Bell & Company, Los Angeles.
A copy of this permit is attached on page 13.
Cost to Build: $18,000–a typical cost for a house of this size at the time.
Architect: Winchton L. Risley, Los Angeles. Please see the biographical information on this
talented architect attached on pages 5 through 8.
Builder: Leslie Ramey, Beverly Hills.
Landscape Architects: Florence Yoch and Lucile Council, Pasadena. The partners were wellrespected in their day and worked with many of the area’s major architects. Additional
information is attached on pages 9 and 10.
First Owner: Sherman Asche, an investment banker, who shared the house with his wife
Gisela H. Asche. A California native, born Frederic Sherman Asche in July 1898, Mr. Asche
was raised by his uncle and aunt in Alameda. Little is known about his education and early
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career, although by World War I he was working as a clerk for the Standard Oil Company in San
Francisco. By the time he purchased his Pasadena home, he was affiliated with the brokerage
firm of Hill Richards & Company. Like her husband, Mrs. Asche was also born in California, in
November 1894. She married her husband in the mid-1920s. They appear not to have had
children.
In the early 1940s, the house was rented to Richard J. Lert, the longtime conductor of the
Pasadena Symphony Orchestra. Mrs. Lert, known professionally as Vicki Baum, was a
renowned writer, whose novel Grand Hotel became a major motion picture.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Asche moved to Santa Barbara at some point, where they both passed away,
she in February 1970 at the age of 75 and he in April 1984 at age 85.
Other Building Permits before 2011: The property’s water system was replaced and new
plumbing fixtures for one bathroom installed in December 1961.
A permit was issued in August 1969 for a complete remodeling of the kitchen, including new
cabinets, built-ins, counter-tops, and electrical work. In addition, the pantry was to be relocated.
Mead Cabinetry of Pasadena was the contractor for this project, valued at $3,780.
The kitchen was remodeled again in February 1983 at a cost of $18,000. The service porch was
also to be altered. The Eastside Construction Company of Bell Gardens was the contractor.
A partial re-roofing job occurred in August 1984 for $3,986. The house was entirely re-roofed
with wood shakes in November 1985 for $6,000.
Copies of some of these permits are attached on pages 14 and 15.
Assessor’s Records: The Pasadena City Assessor first visited the property on February 14, 1938
and recorded a newly-completed single two-story residence with a concrete foundation, walls
covered in shakes, a hipped shingled roof, and plain trim. Heat was provided by a fireplace, a
gas furnace with ten registers, and two wall heaters. There were sixteen (later updated to
nineteen) plumbing fixtures. Electrical fixtures were judged to be of “good” quality. Interior
finishes were described as both “plain” and “special.” Some rooms had wall paneling. Over-all
construction quality of the house was rated “good”–the highest category available on the
Assessor’s form.
The Assessor estimated the square footage at 3,885. On the first floor were two living rooms
(one was probably a dining room), two bedrooms, bathrooms, and a kitchen. The second floor
contained two bedrooms and two bathrooms. The house had a total of five hardwood floors and
six tile and linoleum floors. The attached garage, measuring approximately 21-feet-square, had a
plastered interior.
The Assessor returned on January 26, 1962. He discovered more work had been done than was
called for on the building permit. There had been a twelve-by-nineteen foot addition on the
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second-floor of the westerly side of the house which contained a dressing room and a bathroom.
Other miscellaneous remodeling had also taken place. A total of 218 square feet had been added
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 3,799.
Copies of the City Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 16 through 20.
(Note: The Pasadena City Assessor’s Office ceased operations in 1974. Their square footage
totals often differed from those of the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, since they
frequently included garages, terraces, patios, etc. in their computation. It is advisable to rely on
the County Assessor’s square footage figures since they are more up-to-date and consistent.)
Other Owners and Residents: The property was sold in June 1958 to John C. and Katherine A.
Byrne. Mr. Byrne was a consulting engineer.
In April 1961, title passed to E. Avery McCarthy, Jr., and his wife Arnal D. McCarthy.
Mr. McCarthy, a salesman, was the son of a major Los Angeles real estate developer. His early
education was at the Pasadena Army and Navy Academy. Mrs. McCarthy was a teacher at
Anaokia School for over twenty years. She was a founding member of the Pasadena Committee
of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra and was on the board of trustees of the Pasadena
Playhouse.
Emrys J. Ross, an attorney, and his wife Joanne G. Ross became the owners in February 1969.
Born in Idaho, he had come to South Pasadena with his parents as a young child. After earning
his law degree at U.S.C., he set up his own practice in Pasadena in 1936. He was later associated
with the law firm of Ross Woodson Millard Ryburn & Burke. A biographical article on
Mr. Ross is attached on page 11.
Richard (Dick) S. Hambleton, a dentist, and his wife Doreen H. Hambleton gained title in
September 1978. Dr. Hambleton maintained an office at 200 South Oak Knoll Avenue.
A graduate of Stanford and U.S.C., Dr. Hambleton practiced orthodontics for 45 years and was a
clinical professor at U.S.C. He was also active in the Valley Hunt Club and the Pasadena
Rotary Club. A copy of his obituary is attached on page 12. Mrs. Hambleton became sole
owner of the Bellefontaine property in July 2003.
Note: The Asche house was built on the site of the 1894 Wotkyns family home. The Wotkyns
were pioneer settlers of the city with major real estate and construction interests. Their old house
was torn down in 1935 to make way for the current residence.
Significance: The Asche house has been declared a contributor to the Bellefontaine Landmark
District established by the City of Pasadena in 2006. The landscape, designed by Yoch and
Council, was recognized by the City as an Historic Designed Garden. The City’s recording
documents are attached on pages 21 through 25.
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Sources:
Los Angeles Public Library
City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic
Preservation Section)
Pasadena Public Library
Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives)
Gebhard, David and Robert Winter. An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.
Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 2003.
McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses.
New York, Knopf, 1984.
McGroarty, John Steven. Los Angeles: From the Mountains to the Sea, vol. III.
New York, American Historical Society, 1921.
Pasadena Community Book, 1947.
City Directories: 1937Pasadena Star-News: May 13, 2002
Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,
Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times
Database.

Tim Gregory
The Building Biographer
400 East California Blvd., #3
Pasadena, CA 91106-3763
626-792-7465
timgregory@sbcglobal.net
www.buildingbiographer.com
Copyright
April 2010

5

WINCHTON L. RISLEY
Architect
It is said that, for Winchton Leamon Risley, architecture was more than a profession, it was a
way of life. Born in Delphose (near Lima), Ohio on July 16, 1887 the son of Charles and Rose
(Whittier) Risley, he attended the public schools. While a student, he worked part-time as an
office boy and draftsman in a local architect’s office in Lima. After two years (1908-09) at
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, family financial reversals forced his return to Lima. By 1912
he had saved enough to attend the architectural school at Columbia University. He later received
a scholarship, but continued to work for local architects until he graduated in 1914.
Immediately after graduation, Mr. Risley moved to San Diego, to work for well-known architect
Carlton Winslow, for whom he helped design the California Exposition of 1915. Soon after, he
moved back to New York, this time to work for famed architect Bertram Goodhue. One of his
most significant assignments was to assist in the design of St. Bartholomew’s Church on
Madison Avenue. He also did “moonlighting” work with James Perry Wilson which resulted in
two awards: one for a small wood house in the White Pines Competition and the other from the
Brick Builders’ design for a small brick house.
During World War I, Mr. Risley served in the Navy. He returned to San Diego briefly, then
relocated in 1921 to Los Angeles where he received his certificate to practice architecture in
California and established his own office. He designed over fifty Mediterranean style homes for
Palos Verdes Estates, working as the staff architect for the development firm. San Diego, La
Jolla, and Los Angeles all contain representative examples of Mr. Risley’s work in school and
residential design. He is credited with the innovative use of patio recreation areas in industrial
and commercial buildings. Between 1947 and 1952, he was planning consultant for the Atomic
Energy Commission in Los Alamos, New Mexico, in charge of all phases of design and
landscaping for that now-historic site. In 1942, Mr. Risley went into partnership with Stanley R.
Gould. He retired as chairman of the board of Risley & Gould, Architects in 1966.
Mr. Risley won many awards for his residential, commercial, school, and landscaping designs,
including seven honor awards from the American Institute of Architects (AIA) between 1927
and 1939. The AIA would also name him a Fellow of that organization in 1942. He served as
treasurer of its Southern California Chapter. Mr. Risley also received a gold medal in 1931
from President Hoover for his contributions to American domestic architecture and an honor
award from the Pan American Institute in Buenos Aires. He was a prize-winner for several
years in a row during the late 1930s and early 1940s in the small house competitions sponsored
by House Beautiful magazine.
Mr. Risley was active in the Friends of the Claremont Colleges and served on the Claremont
Colleges’ Architectural Commission. He lived at 220 South Westmoreland Avenue in Los
Angeles, a home he designed for himself in 1927 and which won an AIA award. His first wife
Una Churcher Risley, whom he had married in 1919, died in 1942. He was married again, in
1957, to the former Lillian E. Baersch.
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Winchton Risley died on December 14, 1975 at the age of 88. He was survived by his wife, a
son and a step-daughter. He was remembered as a rational man, with a calm and detached air.
He is quoted as saying: “Of all the professions, I think architecture offers the most challenging
and the greatest reward.”

Sources:
Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals
Gebhard, David and Robert Winter. Los Angeles: An Architectural Guide.
Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 1994.
Los Angeles Times: December 17, 1975
Southwest Builder and Contractor
Who’s Who in America, 1974/75.
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FLORENCE YOCH
AND LUCILE COUNCIL
Landscape Architects
Florence Yoch was born in 1890 in Illinois, but the family soon moved to Santa Ana. They
owned the Hotel Laguna, and Yoch spent much time in the family’s summer home on the beach.
Remarkably independent for a girl of her time, she studied the classics as a child and later
attended the University of California and the University of Illinois where she earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in landscape gardening. Yoch traveled extensively in Europe, gathering ideas
and making sketches which would figure in her later career. In 1918 she undertook several
important landscape design commissions in Pasadena for such wealthy clients as W. K. Jewett
and Mrs. Howard Huntington.
Although she maintained a reverence for classical style, "Yoch's work combines natural and
classical forms, [drawing] inspiration from European models and combining passages of direct
imitation and bold innovation. Often she dramatized an unusual angle, an unexpected turn, an
errant tree that brought into the twentieth century the time-worn quality she observed in Europe."
By 1925 her business had grown to such an extent that she took on a partner, Lucile Council, a
native of Illinois, with whom she was to be associated both personally and professionally for the
rest of her life. Yoch designed over 250 gardens during her career which ran the gamut from
historical adobes to grand villas, traditional and contemporary homes, and even movie sets,
including Tara in "Gone with the Wind." "Passion for the antique and a willingness to adapt the
past to the needs of modern American living were basic to her landscaping creed." She trained
many women who later became prestigious landscape designers in their own right. Yoch and
Council employed excellent crews, numbering over fifty workmen at the height of their business.
Some of their joint works include the landscaping of Caltech's Athenaeum, the Los Angeles
Women's Athletic Club, Orange County Park, the Ebell Club (Los Angeles), and the homes of
George Cukor, Amelita Galli-Curci, Jack Warner and Dorothy Arzner. The partners did not
restrict themselves to grand estates, however. They “made the most of more modest lots,
endowing them with layered views and seductive features–courtyards, fountains, and places to
lounge in the shade of trees.”
Yoch and Council worked with many of the best architects of the period. Myron Hunt described
them as "able, highly-trained, much-traveled and experienced women." They won the American
Institute of Architects' Honor Award in 1930. In 1960, they moved to Carmel and continued to
design landscapes together until Council’s death in 1964 at the age of 65. Yoch worked
independently until her own death in 1972 at the age of 81. Their papers can be found at the
Huntington Library in San Marino.
Note: Much of the information in this section was taken from "Harmony and Invention in the
Gardens of Florence Yoch" by James J. Yoch (Pacific Horticulture, 1989).
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Other sources:
Yoch, James J. Landscaping the American Dream: The Gardens and Film Sets of Florence
Yoch (1890-1972). New York, Abrams, 1989.
“Gardening’s Golden Age” in Los Angeles Times Magazine, January 7, 2001, p. 29.
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May 13, 2002
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