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Jonathan P. Radford is pleased to present 

239 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, RESIDENCE 42/43

I.  Introduction 

GENERAL 

This exceptional residence offers 
a rare combination of  features 
that all buyers aspire to find in 
their new home: a prestigious 
Commonwealth Avenue location 
(on the corner with Fairfield 
Street) within a city block of  fine 
dining, international shopping 
and many of  the city’s greatest 
attractions, an elevator, one-floor 
living on a high floor and 
parking.  This corner location on 
t h e “ s u n n y - s i d e ” o f  
Commonwealth Avenue provides 
the home with 15 windows on 
three sides, exceptional views and 
an abundance of  natural light 
throughout the day.  Additional attributes of  note include plentiful architectural details, high ceilings and a large, 
renovated, eat-in family kitchen.  The residence provides approximately 2,335sf  with up to 4 bedrooms 
depending on how the new owners wish to occupy the space.   

HISTORY 

The rich history of  239 Commonwealth 
Avenue (also known as 22 Fairfield Street) can 
be explored in detail on the Genealogies of  
Back Bay Houses website at this link: https://
backbayhouses.org/239-commonwealth-22-
fairfield/.  According to this website, 239 
Commonwealth (22 Fairfield Street) was 
designed by  Sturgis and Brigham, architects, 
and built in 1882-1883 by D. Connery & Co., 
masons, and Benjamin D. Whitcomb, carpenter, 
as the home of  Nathaniel Thayer, Jr., and his 
wife Cornelia Street (Barroll) Thayer. As 
originally built, the entrance was on Fairfield 
Street and the address was 22 Fairfield.  He is 
shown as the owner on the original building 
permit application for 22 Fairfield, dated May 9, 
1882. 
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II.  Description of  Residence #42/43 

-  Main Entrance Hall with guests’ coat closet and powder room (Kohler pedestal sink and toilet – 
the powder room previously contained a shower).  A second entrance hall (8’3” x 13’7”) still exists 
and its location close to the bedrooms allows greater ease of  access with luggage.   

- Elegant Living Room (15’2” x 23’6”*).  Views from the living room are provided by three 
windows set in the bow fronted Commonwealth Avenue façade and an additional window (with 
window seat) on Fairfield Street.  Notable features include a highly detailed central ceiling medallion, 
crown molding and Venetian plaster finished walls.  There is an elegant fireplace with an arched 
firebox with a brick and plaster surround, and a wooden mantle supported by fluted pilasters.  If  
desired, the size of  the living room allows for the placement of  a dining table in the bay window 
overlooking the mall. 

- Large Kitchen (7’2” x 16’5”*) with Family Dining Area (15’2” x 11’11”*).  The large eat-in 
kitchen is the result of  a major renovation that combined two rooms.  Located towards the middle 
of  the home with views over Fairfield Street, the kitchen is a fabulous gathering place for family and 
friends.  There is a full range of  cabinetry, granite counters and a large island.  The appliance 
package comprises a Thermador Professional wall oven, Thermador convection microwave, 
Electrolux cooktop in the island, Miele Futura Dimension dishwasher, Sub-Zero 611 refrigerator/
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freezer, Sub-Zero dual zone wine refrigerator with a capacity of  approximately 100 bottles and a 
Uline wine refrigerator with an 18-bottle capacity.  In the dining area is a fireplace with brick 
surround and wood paneled mantle.  Off  the dining area is a small butler’s pantry. 
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- Study (10’8” x 11’5”*).  The study can also serve as Bedroom 4 (in which case the new owner may 
consider putting a shower back into the powder room after obtaining any necessary permissions).  
The study has two windows on Fairfield Street, a closet and a fireplace with brick surround and a 
wooden mantle with delicate moldings. 

- Study 2 / Television Room (7’9” x 16’6”*) has a window on Fairfield Street, a closet and a 
fireplace with brick surround and a wooden mantle with fluted pilasters, fluted brackets and a center 
panel decorated with ribbon motifs.  French doors lead to the kitchen. 

- Master Bedroom with: 

♣ Bedroom (14’6” x 24’0”*).  Notable features in the master bedroom include a wall of  
decorative wood paneling in which is set an elaborately carved fireplace mantle and 
overmantel with a mirror.  The bedroom has a wall of  three windows with plantation 
shutters, built-in bookshelves, and a walk-in closet.  The wall of  wood paneling cleverly 
disguises additional closets and drawers. 
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♣ Master Bathroom.  The bathroom is finished in tile and is appointed with a vanity with twin 
sinks, a toilet, and a glass enclosed shower. 

- Bedroom 2 (17’9” x 11’10”*).  This bedroom has a large closet, a window over the rear of  the 
property and a fireplace. 

- Bedroom 3 (17’9” x 8’1”*).  This corner bedroom has a large closet and two windows.  From this 
bedroom one has a glimpse of  the Charles River. 

NOTE:  Bedrooms 2 and 3 were 
previously combined to provide 
one oversized guest bedroom.  In 
addition to the closets located in 
each of  these two bedrooms, there 
is also a large walk-in closet (6’4” x 
5’5”*) in a hallway adjacent to 
bedroom 2. 

- Bathroom (8’5” x 5’5”*).  This 
bathroom serves bedrooms 2 and 
3 and is appointed with a bathtub 
with shower assembly, pedestal 
sink and toilet.  There is a window 
over the rear of  the property.  Any 
new owner desiring a larger 
bathroom could explore the 
possibility of  combining this bathroom and the large adjacent walk-in closet (6’4” x 5’5”*). 

- Laundry closet.  The laundry closet is conveniently located near the bedrooms and is equipped with 
a recently installed Electrolux washing machine and dryer.  The building also has a common laundry 
on the first floor. 
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III. Floor Plans 
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IV. Observations 

• Moldings – there are decorative ceiling moldings around the perimeter of  all main rooms. 

• Fireplaces – there are a total of  six fireplaces with decorative mantles and marble or brick surrounds.  
The current owner has never used any of  these fireplaces.  

• Flooring – there are hardwood floors throughout this home with the exception of  the bathrooms 
that have tile. 

• Recessed lighting – the following rooms have recessed lighting: both studies, kitchen and all 
bedrooms. 

• Sound – there are recessed speakers in the following rooms: living room, kitchen, both studies, and 
the master bedroom.  The speakers will remain, however, the new owners will need to provide their 
own components.   

• Alarm – the residence is fitted with an alarm. 

• Storage – this residence has a private storage closet on the 4th floor.  It may be possible to expand the 
powder room into this closet area to increase its size and add a shower.  A shower had previously 
been in the power room, however, this was prior to the current owner’s acquisition and no additional 
information is available. 

• HVAC.  The unit has individual central air conditioning system and benefits from a common heating 
system. 

V. Building Amenities 

• The building is professionally managed by Certified Property Management. 

• The building has an attractive, recently renovated, lobby and common areas. 

•  There is an elevator to all floors. 

• There is a common laundry room on the first floor.   
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VI. Property Statistics 

 Number of  Rooms: 7 

 Number of  Bedrooms: 3 to 4 (4 if  one of  the two studies was used as a bedroom) 

 Number of  Bathrooms: 2 full and one half  bathroom.   
  The half  bathroom previously had a shower in it. 

 Living Space: 2,335sf* 

 Parking: 1 single exterior parking space  

 Condominium Fees: $1,335 per month 

 Estimated Property Taxes: $18,937.97 for fiscal year ending 2020 
  Including a residential exemption of  $2,879.79 

 Price: $2,875,000 

NOTE:  This home is the combination of  two units, numbers 42 and 43.  These two units are on 
separate deeds, are separately assessed by the City of  Boston and receive separate tax bills.  Only one of  
the units benefits form the residential exemption of  $2,879.79.  The taxes stated above are the total for 
both units.  This applies also to the stated condominium fee and total square footage of  living space. 

VII.  Notices 
* All measurements are approximate. 

To Potential Purchaser(s) 

Information on the preceding pages about this property was provided solely by the seller(s), to the best of  his/their knowledge, without 
verification by the broker(s) therefore broker(s) is/are not responsible for the accuracy of  the information contained herein.  
Purchaser(s) should take any and all steps necessary to verify said information.  This offering is subject to prior sale, price change or 
withdrawal without notice.  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage is owned and operated by NRT Incorporated (Equal Opportunity 
Employer - Equal Housing Opportunity). 
  
Notice To Brokers/Salespersons 

These property details have been provided to assist you in the promotion of  this exceptional property to your buyer clients.  The 
format/design and content must not be copied or modified. 
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VIII.  Buyer Notes 
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Jonathan P. Radford 

Notable Achievements	
Record for highest price sale in MA in 2018 ($25,000,000)	

Record for highest price company sale ($62,000,000)	
#1 Coldwell Banker agent for entire New England Region	

Ranked in top 100 of all US agents by WSJ 

Watch my movie resume at www.JonathanRadford.com
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